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GOVERNMENT TECHNOLOGY-BASED STRATEGIES — RED TAPE REDUCTION 
Statement by Minister for Finance 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Finance) [9.02 am]: I rise today to highlight to the house 
the technology-based strategies the government has implemented to make life easier for business and the 
community. As the minister with oversight of information and communications technology from a whole-of-
government perspective, I am pleased to highlight red tape reduction achievements in this area. I recently 
announced the appointment of Mr Giles Nunis as the state’s first Government Chief Information Officer, and he 
has been tasked with leading ICT reform and driving innovation to improve the way we deliver services. The 
development of a whole-of-government ICT strategy is already well progressed, and I anticipate presenting this 
to government early next year. 

Western Australia’s first “Whole of Government Open Data Policy” was released on 3 July 2015. The open data 
policy is a key reform of the Liberal–National government and promises to drive innovation and support WA’s 
growing information and communications technology sector. The open data policy builds on the 
Western Australian government’s success in opening access to location-based data through the location 
information strategy for Western Australia, endorsed by the state government in 2012, and the shared location 
information platform, or SLIP, established by Landgate. 

The government has also gone digital with a number of its processes—some of these are highlighted in the 
government’s inaugural “2015 Report Card: Red Tape Reduction”. I would like to mention a few examples now. 
The Department of Mines and Petroleum has several of its transactions online. For example, companies can now 
submit their mandatory annual environmental reports online, and registered users can access information related 
to mining tenements online. The Department of the Attorney General has painstakingly digitised two million 
paper-based birth, death and marriage records dating back to 1841. This means that 95 per cent of all certificates 
are now being issued within two days, whereas it used to take up to five days. The National Construction Code is 
now freely available online to construction businesses, saving each business its purchase price of $400. The 
Department of Commerce has implemented BondsOnline, which has moved all transactions related to rental 
security bonds online, removing 300 000 paper-based forms each year. These types of initiatives, and the 
appointment of a Government Chief Information Officer, show the government’s commitment to making 
interactions with the government easier and improving the quality of services through digital innovation. 
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